CHAPTER II
EARLY PARLIAMENTARY CAREER.
Captain Wedgwood, as he then was,
entered Parliament as Member for Newcastle-
uuder-Lyme in the year 1906 as a staunch
Liberal with a clear bent towards Radicalism.
By birth, by attainments, by training and by
subsequent experience extending over some
years and over a fairly wide range of affairs,
he was eminently fitted to enter the august
House. He belonged to the sturdy new middle
class which prided itself on its ability and not
on its birth or even wealth. His was origin-
ally an artisan family and was well able to
sympathise with the lower strata of society.
He had a sound education, a careful training,
a wide experience of men and things. He
was therefore eminently fitted to take an
intelligent interest in the debates in the (Jom-
mons and contribute to their fruitfulness by
observations which are the results of common
sense acting on study and experience. He was
still a young man, was but thirty-four years
old, and had that cultured leisure and youth